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JOURNAL. 

FROM PORTSMOUTH TO MESSINA, 

1810. 



Sept, 12, Wednesday, — ^Were ordered to em« 
bark from the PoiAt Beach, at Portsmouth, at nine 
o'clock ; but in consequence of the roughness of 
tfie wcfafher, we^e delayed until near two o'clock^ 
YpsiWeen yihltct time and three we all got safely on 
boatd the Leyden*, of sixty.four guns, Captain 
CiiESTHAX, wh^re our stock had pre?iously arrived, 

Sept. 13. — SignfadmUklefdr sailing at eleven A. M. 
but not until two was the anchor weighed and our* 
leUes off. Wind rery moderate, and making but 
three or four knots. At night the Isle of Wight still 
due north, within six or sdven miles. 

* The Leaden had mounted only tweaty*two guns Aikd %es€a 
carrunadejt, with a complement of two hundred prime seamen ; . 
c^hv^ying, besides, detachments for Dt Rolls's, Wattevillk's, 
Da Mevso>'» Chasseurs BritanniqueSy and Dillo-n's Regi- 
ments — in all near four hundred men. The detachment 20th 
dcagponi odwistwd of cttoull one Hiiikidired: atid ted nefi and seteii 
•Hkers. 
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Sq^i. 14.— Wiod still moderate, but fair. Pasted 
Portland Island and Aldemey, both in sight Onr- 
seWes pretty well settled ; but from the motion of 
the ship, though not sea-sick, jet uncomfortable. 
East India ship Matilda in company* 

Sept. IS. — Fine morning; wind E.S.E. quite 
fair, making between eight and nine knots an hour. 
Matilda in company, passed Plymouth, and the 
Start Point in sight. In the evening, passed the 
Lizard and Land's End ; distant four leagues. Ma- 
tilda out of sight ; wind quite fair. 

Sepi. 16. — ^Fine morning. After muster, dirine 
lenrice was read by^Captain Burootns ; wind fair, 
and in the last twenty-four hours found we had 
made more than two hundred miles. The Bay of 
Biscay was tolerably smooth, and by no means 
equalled our expectation of its roughness. At six 
P. M. spoke a ship from Cadiz ; no news. 

Sept. 17. — Fine morning ; weather eridently much 
warmer ; wiiid slackened ; saw strange sail at ten 
A. M. ; ship making about four knots ; spoke the 
Wolverine gun-brig, from Cadiz; no news; 
Cape Finisterre bearing S.E. ; distant two hundred 
and thirty miles. 

S(^. 18.— Until nine o'clock dead calm and very 
hearj swell, when the wind freshed; fine morning, 
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and wind fair. Savr a vast many large porpoises near 
the ship, in appearance resembling a pack of fox- 
hounds. In the evening the Matilda passed close 
astern, and bore away to the westward. All the pigs 
of the foreigners, and one of ours, died ; this day 
dined with Captain Cheetiiam. 

Sept* 19. — A brisk and fair gale; ship making 
on an average nine knots an hour in a heavy sea i 
at night a dead calm, and very hot. 

Sept, 20. — Wind shifted to the southward, and 
making little progress ; a shower of rain, and wea- 
ther very warm. At twelve o'clock Oporto was 
due east, distamt one hundred and sixty miles. Se- 
veral of our men taken very ill, supposed to be from 
ship wine. 

Sept. 21. — Passed the rocks called the Burllings, 
in sight in the morning, and Xisbon at noon bore 
S.E. distant about twenty miles. Saw some por- 
poises coming from the eastward, which gave us 
hopes of a westerly wind to take us to the Streights 
of Gibraltar and the Mediterranean. About one 
P. M. a Portuguese pilot.boat came alongside, with 
smaU'fish, to the patrone of which I gave two let- 
ters to be put in the Lisbon post-office; no news 
from the army. Spoke the Seaflower gun-brig; 
wind N. and making on an average five knots an 
b2 
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boor. In the aftemoon the fpg cleared up, and w« 
had ar most deligiUful view of the Rock of Lisbon 
a^d the coast of Poctngal, distant oulj six miles. 
At night had tremendoua lighitDing, and the sea a}><* 
peared quite in a flame all round the ship. Wind, 
freshed and quite fair. This day sslw a grampus, a 
species of whale ; a large fleet at night passed home- 
ward-bound. 

Sept. 22. — ^A beautiful morning; stood clos». 
round Cape St. Vincent, of which the monastery at 
its top, and surrounding country, had a most beau- 
tiful prospect.. A very large, shark was seen closa^ 
alongside. The extreme point of Cape St. Via. 
cent precisely resembled the Farsoa and Clerk, near 
Teignmouth* 

Sunday^ Sept. 23. — Almost a dead calm, and wea. 
ther extremely hot; what little wiQd there was 
came> from the S.£. and is called the Stroc: in the 
Mediterraujean* In the night w& had made litlie 
progress, and weue still oue^ hondwd miles from 
Gibraltar, and were obliged to stand for tlie. coast 
of Africa ; no land in sight. 

Sept. 24. — In the morning had distinctly ». most 
charming and romantic view, of the fiarbary- coast,, 
townof £1 Arisb, and Mount Atlas. Wind more fa. 
T0ttrable,^.and steerinj^ N.E. in a direct. line fpr the., 
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Sti^lit; wefttlwr eneesBiT^l^ ho^ ; di€rta<nt ft«oni tins 
^fhore abotft five mil^; saw ■several curious sorts <rf 
^fth and fish, among tke lWtt<?r a iai^ swot^fab. 
On the^dttBt, atd #htcli<<ire kftettirards oearred towtth- 
in a mile and a1ia!f, wet^oAld see ^Itli the fiak«d ey^, 
and most plainly «> -#tth bttt glasses, in^n, wofiieil, 
•carMls, liorsi^s, liriiles, vow»^ 6k««p, &c. The couik 
•tiy, ft-OBH its hills, and perhaps particularly from the 
-iidvelty to us ^f Its triicts of sanJ, in some places c6- 
-t^rdd with small bni6hwo(»d^ looked very interesting. 
AtnoQieiiit came to & fVesh^le, wiiich relieted us from 
the intense heat, but being directly E. w« wero 
obliged to bear away, and tack to the Spanish coast. 
Miiny 6t <>ur men^ aud Rose my servaa^ ambng the 
nuttiber, were Ms day taken very ill. At night saw 
u ttr^ge ftrft on the ooMt of Spain; \rind very 
fresh. 

Sept. 25.— The whole of this day, and Indeed tUl 
^igkt oVlock in the etettlng^ were becalmed in a 
dreadful hot sun, off Tafigiers. The scenery of tilie 
Africdn and Spanish mountaici^ was more beautiful 
than any I had ever seen. In the aftemoim the 
current carried us before the Spanish town of Ta^ 
ritfa. A Tast many albicores, bonitoeB, porpoisel^ 
and two large sharks, were seen this day alongside 
the ship ; notwithstanding which, several men bath- 
ed, and without any accident. The Moorish towns 
app^red all fortified on the same plan, completely 
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•tirrottdded with a wall, and flanked with towers, 
something similar, although on a larger scale, to oar 
old castles in England. At night a N.W* breeze 
sprang up, which, joined to the Terj great carrent, 
carried as most rapidly throagh the Streight, and 
thus disappointed all our hopes of seeing Gibraltar, 
and haying an opportunity of sending letters home. 
In the dark we could but jost perceiTe the Rock^ 
but, as the Gut is fifteen miles broad in the nar- 
rowest part, and ourselres in the middle, ?ery in« 
distinctly; Ape's Hill, on the African side, is an 
immense rock. 

Sept* 26. — Beautiful morning, and wiqd fair, 
making on an arerage seven knots, some hours 
nine. At ten o'clock found oarselres already near 
eighty miles to the E. of Gibraltar, steering S.S.E* 
No land in sight. More than half of our Toyage was 
now oiret, and having a lair wind and clear sea, we 
were all in hopes of soon getting ashore again. 
Weather much cooler. At noon passed the small 
island of Alboran, bearing N. distant six or seren 
miles, abounding in turtle and rabbits, and fre- 
quented only by fishermen. Captain Cheetham 
dined with us this day. 

Sept. 27. — ^Wind still quite fair, and ship making 
great progress. At noon, in the same degree of lon- 
gitnie as Greenwich* Two officers (besides myself, 
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in a slight degree) taken ill, vitti several more nieh 
of tbe 20tb Dragoons. At night Terj warm, and 
extreme viTid lightDing. 

Sept, 28. — Fine morning, with but little wind^ 
and conseqaently hot. The African coast distant 
between three and four leagues. At noon wind 
shifted to the east, directly in our teeth ; in tacking, 
had most distinct Tiews of the Algerine town, cas- 
tle, and mosque of Circelli, distant at times only 
four or fiye miles. At night the weather was ex- 
tremely sultry ; the thermometer never lower than 
seTenty-five degrees. Soon after going to bed, was 
taken ?ery ill, and continued so the whole night. 

Sepi. 29.^— Still rery hot ; almost calm, and what 
little breeze there was, contrary. Myself much bet* 
ter in the morning. Saw close astern a spermaceti 
whale. At ten A. M. saw a strange fleet to wind* 
ward, beating up hull down. Ourselves had made 
little way ; and African shore, westward of Algiers^ 
still in sight. A quail came on board from the coast, 
and was caught in the rigging. At night the strange 
ships were down upon us. Passed by Tenes. 

Sept. 30* Sundaif.-^ln the morning the fleet in sight 
proved to be some English frigates and transports. 
Many of our men taken ill^ The wind luckily shift- 
ed to the westward, and in a small measure cooled 
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th^ fir. More quails came on l^oard this daj, 
H^d a distfint tI^w of Algiers, which, with all the 
other towns on this coast, appeared built with flat- 
roofed houses, the whole of which were either white, 
or of a Ter^ light colour. Al(;ier8 is an imn^ens^lj 
large place, and rery populous ; the sides of the 
neighbouring hills seem nearly coyered with country- 
seats of the great men. The town stands in the rq. 
$:ess of a bay, and being built on the decliyity of a 
bill, at first appeared like a road up the side of the 
mountaiq. At one P. M. had every appearance of 
rain. Wind fair, and making between six and 
^eyen knots. At nighty mitch vivid and very frequent 
lighimng. 

Qfit. 1, Mondajf.— Fine morning, wind fair; at 
pight A. M. a thunder-storm passed oyer as. Cba3« 
fd a large ship, and at two P. M. fired a gun, when 
she hoye to, and proyed an American, last from 
Liyerpool, going to Constantinople witli sugar; put 
thirty-nine days ; no news. Saw this day several 
strange birds which came on board ; among others, 
a hoopoci. Ship making eight knots. In the after- 
noon a. slight squall and heavy showen No land in 
sight. At night making eight, nine, and ten knots an 
bour, with tremendous lightning, and several very 
rapid squalls. The sea ran high, ^pd hitherto this 
was by far the most tempestuous breather ure had 
experienced. 
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Qcf. % — Still equally Aod fresh gole^ and the ship 
rolled much. In the last twenty hours, at eight A. M« 
we had run one hundred and sixty miles on an easterly 
course. Several officers and men taken ill this 
jnoroing, supposed to be either from the badness of 
the w^ter, (which was extremely disgusting both in 
colpurand taste,) or from something amiss in the 
ceppi^rs ; myself w9A still a sufferer, but in a slight 
degre^. At noon came in sight of Sardinia ; and at 
two P. M. of the small island of Galita, abounding 
in gaqie, but seldom inhabited. Our course was be» 
tween the two island^^ and apparently about ten 
leagues distant from each, therefore both seen very 
imperfectly. At night vf ry dark, but mnch ligbti 
DiQg. Ship making this d^y on an average, most 
t9nr9, seven or eight knots. 

0^4* 3. — Fine morning, wind N.E. Galita still 
in sight, though very distant, bearing W.S.W.; 
«qrsf Jve^ making buf ]ittl0 progress, with a heavy 
s^a. In the course of the day a vast many rudder, 
Qr pilotrfish, kept following us ; they appeared to 
kf in length between twelve and eighteen inches, and 
were Wautifully striped, but differing from the 
deseriptioQ of any fish I ever recollect reading of ; the 
flailors imagine they are always the forerunners of a 
shark ; we were not successful in our attempts to catch 
some of them, although they seemed to bite greedily^ 
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At night the wind was contrary, and we were oblige 
ed to stand to the northward. 

Oct. 4. — Foul wind still continued. Ship stand- 
ing north-eastward ; at nine A. M. were again in 
sight of the high moontains of Sardinia, from which, 
at noon, we were distant not more than seren or 
eight miles. Two or three small rocky islands in 
some measure form an harbour for light vessels on 
this (the S.E.) side, and afford . protection to the 
piratical boats which infest these seas. Along the 
coast, within sight of each other, are built small 
towers, which serve both for defence and for signals ; 
these, however, have been erected but lately, and in 
consequence of a descent made about four or five 
years ago by the pirates* from Tunis, Tripoli, and 
Algiers, who carried away, besides their plunder, 
two thousand inhabitants, taking indiscriminately 
men, women, and children into slavery. We this 
day observed a vast many flying-fish pursued by 
benitoes. The former are able to leap thirty or 
forty yards oat of the sea, and thus escape their 
enemic« ; they are about the size of a herring. At 
night we had a very heavy gale of wind, and much 
rain ; the atmosphere extremely dark, except 
when illumined by the lightning, which, with the 
thunder afterwards, was tremendously grand. In 
the course of the day witnessed a waterrspout. 
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Oct- 5,-^It still blew extremelj hard and contrary, 
with heavy rain and sudden squalls. At ten A. M« 
w^e were within one hundred miles of Sicily, and 
Sardinia bore due w^t. At noon the gale increased, 
and the sea ran exceedingly high, causing not a little 
confusion at the dinner-tables^ and occasioning many 
falls, not only of the boxes, plates, knives, bottles, 
&c. and every thing that was not lashed to the sides 
or floors, but likewise to ourselves. Some of the sol* 
diers having thoughtlessly opened three portholes, to 
empty out some salt water, already come in, we 
shipped a large wave, amounting to several tons 
in weight, which completely set every thing afloat 
OB the lower deck ; and as- the foreigners had put ia 
the plugs too tight to be pulled out easily, this 
water (in many parts on the leeside over their knees) 
wHs obliged to be suflered to remain all night. 
Many of us, who had not hitherto been at all sea. 
sick (myself included), were now completely so, 
and suflered extremely. At night the rain and wind 
abated, but the swell continued very great ; theme* 
tion of the ship was consequently still worse. Dur*. 
ing the day two large herons were seen on the cross* 
jack-jrard, and three swallows, completely exhaust* 
ed by the bad weather, were taken by the hand. A 
quail and wild pigeon were likewise observed, aU 
though the distance from any laud was still consi- 
derable. 
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Oct. i$. 'Saturday.^^¥\skB nioniriig, \mi ^ad ealm 
with lieti^ sea, and had made yerj little pregrens in 
4he last twesty.four hours. At night still not « 
breath of air^ and the weather ^ery hot and close. 
This was the first fine moonlight night wt had en^ 
joyed since we kft England^ 

Oa. 7, Sundtty.-^BemoAtvl morning, asd pientj 
of wind from the S.W. which, as our coarse waift 
S.E. was tolerably fair ; ship making, on aa ave^- 
age, between eight and ten knots an hour. . At nine 
A. M. came in sight of the NAY. part of Sicily, 
distant at least thirty miles. At eleven A. M. be«. 
gan to haTe a delightful view of the Sicilian hills ktA 
the islands of Maretimo and Lorenzo io the sooth, 
and of Ustista, the most westward of the Lipari Is- 
lands, to the north-east of us. At twelve we wem 
pretty close to the land ; and from then to fonr 
o-dock, were continually enjoying a succession of 
toman tic prospects. The hills appeared immensely 
high, and formed of a white and red stone ; but ne^ 
vertheless in many parts covered with myrtle and 
elive* trees. The coast seemed very rocky and wild, 
indented with several bays . The wind being directly 
fair, we passed along it most rapidly ^ it seemed to 
possess many large villages, country-*seats, and towers, 
aU built of stone, and the latter intended not only 
for conveying intelligence, but for fortifications. The 
scenery all along was beautifully grand, and althopgk 
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eurdbtance from l«»d did not generally exceed tikre^ 
miles, we could plainly see 8e?eral very heavy dlondi 
ruling below the summit of some hi^s, and firreak^ 
ing on the tops •£ otbers* The rain consequent)/ 
fell la pstcheft, whiie every where else it was a mo«* 
b^eautifttl and suoshining day« On our approach^ to 
the high point which forms one side of Palertno Bay, 
we were much pleased with msi open temple, and 
%iupe of their favoarite saint, Rosaliliv ^° ^^ pionsele, 
j^ifteed on the extreme loftiest edge of the rock over- 
looking die sea, and eommandhig a most eytensdnrcr 
prospect. On rounding the point at four o'clock, 
withio half a mile, Palermo and its bay and en?i. 
ron« fuily opened opon U84 In beauty of scenef y| 
in the i^raodeur of its Markio, aud in the magni. 
6cence of the palace of tife royal family andtt^bilKy,- 
it is, I. think, impossible to be exceeded. On ^aich 
9ide of the h«yf is very high land, aud the mountaiiM' 
behind placed so regularly, and, as it were, one ott 
the othet!, formed, on an immense scale, three sidea^ 
of an .amphitheatre. At half^past four, having an* 
severed aU the aecessaiy signals- f^om the Cumber- 
land, of s6«enty*four guns, just am^ed from Malta,, 
we lay to ahnost dose, within half a mile to the shore,; 
aad directly oppo^te the Marino. From the Cumber- 
laud we learned the disaster of Mt^aAT's division,' 
which landed near Messikia ; aud likewise the loss o# 
the Lively frigate at Malta. Thrfoirm^ (theCumber. 
land) has been particularly unfortunate in the light. 
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BiBg already mentioned in this Journal, having not 
only lost her maiBniast, but when sapplied with a 
jnry one as a makeshift, having that also struck the 
Sunday before (Sept. 28), and shivered to pieces, 
and one man killed. The Marino, and along the 
sea.side, was covered with Sicilians: it is, I am told, 
about a mile in length, something like the esplanade 
at Weymouth ; and here we saw, besides the pedes* 
trians, vast numbers of people in carriages, and a 
heavy sort of gigs, drawn by long-tailed mules. The 
whole appearance of the place was extremely dif- 
ferent to any English scene. Notwithstanding the 
day, as we were not allowed to go ashore, an amaz- 
ing multitude of boats, laden with grapes, eggs, 
breads &c. put off to the ship. We proved excellent 
customers to them, and they very welcome visitors 
to us» As our object in putting in was merely to 
ascertiun in what state the country was, and where 
the enemy, at sunset we again hoisted sul, and stood 
Wit for Messina, fully prepared for an action with 
the batteries on the Calabrian side of the Faro. In 
the course of the day some ' doves, and a curious 
birdy in appearance resembling something between a 
pelican and seagull, were seen about the ship. At 
times we had made between ten and eleven knot in an 
hour. At night the wind had slackened consider- 
ably. On our leaving Palermo, a Sicilian band 
played ^^ Rule Britannia.'* 
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Od^ 8, Monday. — Fine morning, but little wind^ 
and that soon died away. At noon had a charming 
Tiew of the Lipari Islands, on one side of the Sici. 
liau coast; on the other they all appeared ex- 
tremely high and rocky, but well inhabited. The 
day was extremely hot. At two P. M. passed close 
under the island of Stromboli, a famous volcano, al- 
ways emitting smoke or flames ; this, with the rest of 
the Lipari Isles, is of a conical form, and composed 
of lava and ashes. In the afternoon we were oppo- 
site the Sicilian port of Milazzo ; and at four hoisted 
a signal for a pilot; not getting one, at six we re- 
peated the signal and fired a gun, but in yain. In . 
the eTening had a distinct riew of the Calabrian 
coast to the east, and Mount Etna to the south* 
Lay to all night. 

Oct. 9. — In the morning very little wind, and that 
contrary. Still no pilot; and at ten A. M. knock- 
ed down the bulkheads and sereral cabins, and clear-. 
edfor action. Observed Stromboll and several of 
the Upari Islands emitting vast columns of smoke. 
la the afternoon came to an anchor off the Faro 
Pointy and at night got on board a pilot. Had in 
the course of the day a most distinct view of the 
town of Scylla and Calabrian monntains. 

Oct. 10. Wednesday. — At three in the morning 
weighed anchor, and at ^y% stood in with all sails set 
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Ibr tlie Sfreight, fully prepared for the French bat- 
teries. The momenC we rounded the point, the wind 
completely died away, and we were opposite the Ca. 
labrian coast in a dead calm. At ten minutes past 
six o'clock the first shot was fired on iheir side, 
ithich fell directly beyond us, and in a few minutes we 
neared enough to return it with considerable effect. 
From the quantity of our smoke, they were not' en- 
abled to judge their distance well, and the conse- 
quence was, that although the direction of their guns 
was extremely good, the elevation was faulty, and 
their shot mostly went too far, and directly over our 
heads. Our fire caused theirs to slacken ; on our 
^art not a man was hurt, 'and the ship, with the ex« 
4%ption of the rigging, very little injured. At a 
quarter before eight, by the assistance of the current, 
and a Tast many boats towing us, we were out of 
reach ; and about nine came to an anchor off the 
Marino of Messina. 

The sight of the different French batteries play- 
ing^ on the Faro, which is there not more than two 
and a half miles wide, with both shores covered with 
spectators, on one of the finest mornings possible, 
was exceedingly grand. 

At noon we disembarked, being exactly four weeks 
•ince we last trod on English ground. 
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JOURNAL 
FROM MESSINA TO SYRACUSE, 

MY WAY OF £TNJL AND CATANIA. 

1811. 

Sept. 5. — Having preyiously hired two horset 
and two mules, which, with my poney, were neces- 
sary for the conreyance of Mr. Jones and myself, 
our two servants, mulefeer, and baggage, we started 
this morning about three o'clock on our intended 
excursion. Mr. Jones and myself breakfasted at 
Terra Nova ; the mules were baited at Einme di 
Nisi ; and after having rode thirty long miles alon j 
a dreary shore, we arrived at midday at Giardinr. 
Flame di Nisi, in English, the River of Nisus, 
has now no right to that name, being, except in 
heavy rains, with scarcely any stream, though for. 
merly reputed to have rolled golden sands ; and by 
some authors erroneously supposed the place where 
the golden fleece, the object of the Argonautic ex- 
pedition^ under Jason^ was obtained : the Sampethi 
c 
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are here said to have kept their flocks. Giardini is 
a small fishing village ynder Taormina ; and the lo^ 
canday or inn, as in almost every other place in 
Sicily^ is terribly dirty and bad ; fortunately we had 
brought provisions with us. 

Sept* d.— ^Were mounted and on our rbad at an 
early hour, and already were entering on the base' 
of Etna. The road gradiially diverges from the 
$ea ; on the right appeared the castle and town of 
Mola, the former situated on the top of an appa« 
rently almost inaccessible rock, and both belonging 
to a prince of that name ; on the left was the sea, 
into which, about a mile from Giardini, projects a 
point of extremely ancient lava, on which is an old 
castle. We how began to cross a bed of l^va, of 
which there is no record, and thousands of years 
roust have elapsed since its eruption. Four miles 
from Giardini we passed by a bridge the Fiume 
Freddo, an exceedingly violent stream, rushing over 
and through immense beds of rock. This stream 
I had before seen at Franca Villa; it is baid to 
abound in trout. After travelling twelre miles, wa 
passed through Giarri, a large village i and eigitt 
miles farther, breakfasted, and baited our mules in a 
fondico or public stable. The only refreshment to 
be got from tlie owners were eggs and water ; the 
latter we were obliged to make hot for our tea, 
which we had brought in an earthen jug, and w^ 



Digitized 



by Google 



19 

i^ere indebted to Providence for what else ve had. 
Within ten or tweWe miles from this spot stands the 
celebrated chesnut'^free, called la Castagna (H cento 
Cavallo, We gare credit to what we hoard of it, 
but being much decayed, and ourseWes much pres- 
sed for time, we "did not turn so much out of the 
way to Tisit it. The road, the whole way, was 
bad, but the ascent, though continued, gradual ; th<a 
country, except where covered with lava, most fer* 
tile, and the vegetation luxuriant* On each side of 
us we saw several beautiful woods, through which, 
from the deyastating streams of liquid fire that had 
passed, there appeared, as it were, black sti'caks or 
roads, differing in width and direction. Our route 
was through the village of Tre Castagna, aud about 
one o'clock we reached Nicolosi. Here there is no 
inn, and we therefore webt to the house of a man 
thought in this country a gentleman, who, provided 
tliey pay him exorbitantly, is ready to allow Eng. 
lishmen shade and house-room, for little else was to 
be had ; his name was Giammellaro : and this same 
man contracted for a certain sum (of part of which 
I am a subscriber) to build a house this last summer 
for the accommodation of travellers on Etna, which 
•um he has long since received, although the house 
is not finished, and the season is now too far 
advanced for any thing more to be done till next. 
Nicolosi is a large, miserable village, destroyed by 
the eruption of Monte Rossa, in 1669 and since, as 
c2 
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all other places oa the mpnntaia huilt ef laya. Af' 
ter haTiog rested three or four h<Mirs, and dined, yi% 
procured fresh mi^es and a guide; and learing Mr. 
Jones's serTant to take eare of what baggage re- 
raaised, we contiaued. ^j^r jflkurney upwards. On 
leaTing the towe^ yo^ appeav to leare all habit- 
able country behind. Nicolo^iis the last viUag^e there^ 
ifi itj the way up the mountain ; beyond, it there i^ 
no inhabited lioQse, wy huma^ beieg to be seen ; 
and tweety tediouS| an4 in niany part^ «i|e^ mhis^ 
Ue be tureen you and th# simnut i qi ihis^ ho,W'ever^ 
eighteen are practipa^a fos mules, i^ Sicily the^i 
do aot reckon di&|apjce sp much by n^iles^ a$ by tijx!^'^ 
they consider three and a haJ^f utiles about an hoiir Ia 
good road, and t^o and a half or qear thif^o ii^ 
bad; consequently we h^ now se¥e^ hours. ride, 
we were told, before ns. This QM>d% in. such a 
country, is excellent, and a stranger by it is: savM 
frequently much disappointment. We sc^. ouit al^out 
five in the eTenlng, and our object was to bait half 
way, for an hour, the mules^ to bo at.t^efoot of 
the (^one about one or two o'clock hi dio mocnjng, 
rest two hours, and be at the summU before sunrise^ 
In this our bad fortune disappointed us ;, quitting 
Nicolosi, well siored with charcoal for &rey a 
little proTisionand cordial, we instantly entered oo 
an immense extent of black ashes, where not a green 
blade was to be seen. The 8i(ies of Etna abound 
"With mountainft, the aiicientapertttiies for eruption^ 
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mnd to our U(i now was Moiite Rona, winch in wfi* 
peeLnnc^ looks like a double mountain, and has a 
crater now extinct in its centre. It has its nani« 
from its colour and red tint. Passing on, we camis 
to immetiie beds of lara; and about ^\e miles 
from Nicolosi arrived at the beginning of the woody 
tegio*!. The oaks were large and reheiiible, lind aU 
though there was little underwood, yet the quantifj 
of brakes afforded excellent corer for game ; wolves 
%nd folt^s, our guide said, #ere plentiful. The air 
was much cooler, and Id our mortification we found 
night was settifig in with every appearance of bad 
tveather. A slight rain soon confirmed our fears, 
and we hurried on to aii old hut alfhost tumbling 
down, and with a very bad roof for shelter. A 
«torra was evidently fast approaching; the fou^ 
mules and ourselves crowdi&d in together. The rain 
soon descended in torrents ; the thunder and light* 
fling above, below, and all around, w^.r ^and and 
awfuli Most impatient, of course, were we to pro;, 
ceed when the rain had a little abated, but we werfe 
now told it was impossible till daylight, as the water 
bad carried away most certainly the road in many 
parts, and the g^id6 would not ventuft'e in the dark 
tintil he had previously seen the path to conduct u^. 
The man had reason on his side, and as a southerly 
wind had covered the top with rain and clouds, and 
we consequently could not, even were we there at 
sunrise, see any thing, we wtps obliged (o submit tP 
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had come through ; I had no cloak, and ivas wet ; 
the ground was little better than mud, and the cold 
extreme. We made a little tantalizing fire, con- 
tinnally going out ; and in this way each of us, with 
a mule's saddle under our heads, and ou^ teeth rat. 
tling in them, shivering and shaking did we pass the 
night. 

Sept. 7. — ^This was my birthday, but by no meant 
ushered in by good omens or good fortune. After 
impatiently waiting till near six o'clock for better 
weather in vain, we set out half beninnbed and truly 
uncomfortable. Passing by the grotto of the goats, . 
which is only a miserable excavation in the rocky 
soil, and Cfupable of giving indilTerent shelter to half* 
a-dozen men and mules, we continued ascending 
through the woody region. As yre got higher, by 
degrees the wood was less thick, and of smaller size, 
and about three or four miles from the grotto ceased 
entirely. The path then became rugged in the ex« 
treme for a considerable distance over, and v^indlng 
through huge rocks of lava ; but in two hours from 
the time of our leaving onr wretched hut, we again 
entered on an immense extent of a^hes. A break 
for a few moments in the clouds enabled us to see a 
considerable distance along the southern shore about 
Girgenti ; and from this momentary view we could 
form an idea of what we lost by the badness of the 



Digitized 



by Google 



S3 

day* Another glimpse showed us Cataal^^* Syra* 
euse, Lentini, and Augnsta, with rivers, woods^ 
and moontains, seeming almost beneath our feet. 
About tea o'clock in the morning we reached the 
foot of the cone, where a small house has lately been 
built by the English, and which is the farthest point 
to which mules can ascend. Nothing can be more 
impressive than this immense extent of desert region ; 
the thoughts they inspire are indescribable; every 
where around i^ black aiid dreary, and a traveller 
fancies he has left ev^ry thing behind, and gone be. 
yond the precincts of the world. In the stable of 
the New House, (or place so honoured by the name}, 
we foui?d fpur officers ffom Malta, and what to us 
was a great comforjt, a gopd fixe- They had here 
passed the whole night, and had been waiting for 
finer weather to append the jsummit, which is reckon- 
ed about two miles frpnji this plaqe^ When we had 
rested an hour, and had eat sope of our provisions, 
a council of war was held, tp find out what course 
was best to be followed : if we proceeded, we were 
sure of seeing nothing^ and would only have the 
satisfaction of having been there* To return after 
so much fatigue and cold completely foiled, would 
I;e most mortifying ; to remain till next day without 
provisions or firing in such a situation, was next to 
impossible; Jones and myself being, however, rery 
determined for the first plan, I believe, induced the 
ifthars to agj-ee. AVe accordingly started, eyerv pn^ 
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and attended by them. At times the clouds were so 
thick, we conld with diftcaltj see forty yards, but 
die rain no longer fell. At first we had to cross, 
leaping or climbing from rock to rock, an immense 
bed of laTa. Beyond this the ascent immediately 
became steep and Tery fatiguing, as eyery step we 
sank ancle deep in ashes. Soon we arrired at a 
apot on the side of the cone, where issued a quan* 
tity of smoke, rising through the ashes in, I be- 
TieTe, a multiplicity of holes from a small and al. 
roost extinct crater. Already three of the four gen- 
tlemen from Malta had relinqaished all hope of get^ 
ting to the summit, and fortunate were we in taking 
both guides with us this latter part of our way, of 
whom one could proceed, and the other return with 
those who were unequal to the task. It was indeed 
truly laborious, and erery twenty yards almost did 
we stop for breath. In addition to the steepness of 
the cone, the smoke and sulphureous steams were 
nearly overpowering. The guide cheered us by 
assuring us we were near the top, and in fact at 
last there we arrived ; our labour was crowned with 
success, and heartily glad was I to be there. Had 
the day been clear we might haye overlooked all 
Sicily, the Lipari Islands, great part of Italy, into 
the Adriatic, and perhaps hare seen Malta. The 
wind blew most violently, and there Ivas too much 
smoke issumg to allow us to see far into the grand 
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crftler. The edge at top is tery narrow, and falls otf 
each side extremely steep; its circumf<*ence, we 
were told, is about a mile and a half, but I should 
think not quite so much. Etna's iTummit is more 
than thirty miles from Catania, which may b^ 
reckoned on its base (the nearest part of the sea« 
coast) ; its height is immense, and y^.t this crater,' 
not many years ago, in one of its eruptions vomited 
salt water, and with it marine shells and productions* 
II ow prodigious, then, must be its depth ! Withta 
this large crater, which may be compared to a sugar* 
Ipaf hollowed and inyerted^ there is a smaller one iii 
appearance, though in reality only a continuation 
of the same, where the sides fall in more perpendicu*^ 
larly. This, however, we were not able to see, and 
have it only from the authority of others. We saw, 
however, sufficient to convince us, and had it con** 
firmed by our guides, that very many travellers do 
not advance beyond the hut, and are indebted to thd 
relation of others for their marvellous account of 
what they saw, heard, and felt, at the top of Etnai 
Gar stay at the summit was very shorty we returni 
ed (there being but one w^y up) by the same path* 
Our descent down the steep side of the cone wai 
very rapid indeed, repeatedly more so than We wish- 
ed, as we had several falls. At the stable of the 
New House we remounted our mules, and passing 
)>etween Monte Formenti and Monte Rossa prime, 
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(there being two of that nanre)^ we made a little 
digression, and Tisited the ancient remains of the 
Philosopher's Tower; little is now to be seen; the 
mall is not more than two feet high, originally built 
pf Roman tile or brick, and tlie building was a 
squaro pne ; it stood on an immense field of ashes^ 
and although two miles from the top, jet from 
its eleyated situation, must' have b^eu admifablj 
placed for observations on tl^e heavenly bodi^St In 
f lear weather the view from here mnst be delightful* 
We returned into the same way we had ascended j 
imd after, as we got lower, being thoroughly soaked 
by the rain, and passing over alternate fields of lavi^ 
and ashes^ through the woody region, and by th^ 
Grotto of the Goats, we reached Nieolosi betiyeen 
four aqd five o'clock in the day ; our descent oct 
cupied only half the time of our ascent* Having 
liere changed our clothes, overpaid, though not sa^ 
tisfied, the guide and owners ef the mules, and 
mounted those we ha4 broifgl^t from Messina> we 
))roceeded to Cataiiia, distant from Tficplosi about 
twelves miles. The road throughout is most infa* 
mously bad at all times, and was by up means im- 
proved by the darkness of the nighty which overt 
took us midway. Between nine and ten we arrived, 
and after a supper on a beafsteak, which our host 
fancied he dressed in the English style, we i^nost 
readily retired to bed^ which the almost»coutinu<i<| 
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fatigue of forty hours, assisted by the heat, wet, and 
cold, we had suffered in that time, made very accept* 
able. 

5ep/* 8, Sunday. — We had much reason to con* 
^atulate ourseWes in having passed the night ia 
Catania, in preference to being on the mountain ; 
for early this morning the storm of thunder, light- 
jiing, and rain, was more Tiolent than any I ever 
recollect. After breakfast, attended by a Cicerone^ 
we walked out to Tislt the usual objects of atten- 
tion with trayellers* Our first visit was to the Be- 
nedictine Conyent; the entrance, marble staircase^ 
painted walls, and magnificent corridores, are very 
fine. The garden, formed by earth brought thexB 
to coTer the lava, has been a laborious work. The 
museum possessed some fine pictures and many ca- 
riosities. Its church, and sacred paintings of the 
jnartyrdom of sereral saints, are beautiful ; and the 
organ, wbiph was played in honour of a dollar, ra« 
ther than of ourselves, rery complete and w^i 
toned. The revenue of these monks is. never less 
than twenty thousand pounds per annum, and a 
great part is derived from the sale of snow on Etna. 
They by no means seem fond of much mortification 
of the flesh, and live sumptuously ; San Nicholo is 
their tutelar saint. We next went to the remains 
of the ancient Greek Theatre; little is to be seen^ 
))ut from ths^t an opinion of its size can be formed ; 
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here were takea the beautiful pillars whtcfa kiow 
adorn the front of the mother church. Close bj 
are the marks of a smaller theatre^ where, according 
t« Dbhon, Alcibiades, the Athenian genetal, ha. 
sangued, -and brought over to his interest the Ca^ 
taiiese. From this we walked to the Ancient iim. 
phitheatre; nothing above ground remains, but 
haying procured flambeaux, we explored ftn im^ 
nense subterraneous circular passage. The detl» 
trhcre wild beasts were kept are most clearly point- 
ed out, and the number of animals Intended for 
their shows was probably very great. It must hatfe 
been an immense work, and apparently llomaft'. 
jt>ur presence and lights distarbed ft quantity of biits, 
the size pf which I am afraid to mention* £?rcept. 
ing a few casual times in th6 year, they here majr 
enjoy, in these damp, cold, *nd gloomy passaged, 
perpetucll night and silence. Our next visit was to 
the mnsenm of the Prince of Biscaris, so deservedly 
celebrated for bis unwearied researches in every 
thing tending to ehlij^hten the age by the know- 
ledge of the antiquities and curiosities of Etna and 
Sicily. His collection, principally formed by his 
father, bot considerably increased by himself at a 
prodigious expence, is extlfennftly eomplete. ^V« 
here saw a profusion of ancient urns and lamps of 
m\\ ages, specimens of lava (some highly poUstved), 
of the various eruptions of I he mountain j Ueaiifi^ 
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ful statues^ Roman tombs, curious marine produc- 
tions, feudal armour, and a ipultipUcIty of thins^s 
wonderful and §;ratifyiiig. We spent about two 
hours only in this museum, although to see it pro- 
perly, at least three or four days would be neccs- 
aary ;. indeed, the learned might here find amusement 
for any length of time. To the Priace of Biscarig h 
CaitajDbift iuijebted for bringioig to light, by clearing 
away the lava, many of its most prized antiquities. 
In QUr return to our inn we entered the madrc 
ckiesuy^ or mother church ; St. Agatha is the pa- 
troness, of Calaai.a ; and in this church, on one side 
Qf the great altar,^ is a. space magnificently decorated^ 
^ad secured from profanation by strong gilded, grat- 
»D$j where her bones, or even her body, I believe^ 
it. i^ said, still continue perfect. The inside of the 
church is highly ornamented by pictures and the 
fiwest specimeqs of i^arble and lava. In a sort of 
entrance lOom, on one side, is seen a paintiug well 
«;s:ecuted, representing the lava in 1669, issuing; 
(s<fm Monte Rossa, rolling like a vast river of fire 
<}iOw.n the m.ountain, accumulating and mounting 
over the walls of Catania, and driving back the sea. 
a consid^^able distance. The meeting of the fire and 
va^er loust ha\^e been, very grand. Our Cicerone 
related several miracles of St, Agatha, and parti- 
cularized two when she saved Catania. from eruptions 
of lav.a, of which, he said, there could be no doubt. 
It apgeadr^ h.o.vvQ^-ei:, the saiut once was in great 
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dauger of disgrace : her image was brought oilt, and 
the lava still advanced ; in yaia the people Inydked 
her aid ; at last thej had recourse to threats, tow* 
ing that her image, if she did not immediately stop 
the fiery stream, should be thrown into it, that shi^ 
should be disgraced, and another saint selected for 
their patron. This had the desired effect, and sh^ 
iras forced to comply and sate them. After dinner 
we amused ourselves by promenading in the town. 
The Catanese nobility appear of a very superior 
order to those of Messina. Independent Of their 
cultivation of the fine arts, their equipages, style of 
dress and manners, were infinitely more becoming 
to their rank and titles. The town, since its dread* 
ful overthrow by an earthquake, more than a cen* 
tnry ago, has been rebuilt on a regular plan. Oppo* 
site the mother church is a square, with the figure of 
an elephant on an immense pedestal, (from the cor^ 
ners of which spring four fountains,) in the centre^ 
bearing a very ancient pillar. The streets are 
straight, wide, of great length, and very clean. The 
palaces are not unworthy being called so ; and upon 
the whole, this is one of the handsomest towns in 
the Mediterranean. The pavement and the walls, 
columns, &c. have been principally furnished by the 
lava from Etna. Its harbour is capable only of 
giving shelter to a few boats, and it has no com. 
merce. With an easterly, or S.E. wind, the surf 
on the black rocks in this neighbourhood is verjr 



Digitized 



by Google 



31 

gmnd* The churches are highly ornamented and 
handsome. 

Sept. 9. — After breakfast, attended by our Cice- 
rone, we walked down, and crossing the square, on 
one side of which the Locanda stood, we went to 
the ancient cold baths, to see which, (being directly 
under the modern mother church), flambeaux were 
necessary. A few misshapen figures on the wall, 
and the stream which supplied the water, M'hich is 
extremely pure, still remain. Not far from here 
(but not adjoining) were the hot baths. Their ra- 
pour-rooms, the flues by which steam was intro- 
duced, the dressing apartments and passages, are, 
considering the immense time they have stood, and 
the convulsion of nature they have suffered, toler- 
Jibly perfect. At a short distance, now covered over 
with lava, stood the old wall of Catania, of great 
height, and such strength, as to resist the huge' 
weight and force of the last grand eruption, which 
not having power to force down the wall, gradually 
accumulated, and mounted over it, and then swept 
away every obstacle into the sea. TJie Prince of 
Biscaris has lately had the lava, by the side of the 
wall, excavated ; steps are cut in it also to descend 
hy^ and travellers can now conveniently examine the 
original height and massy formation of the ancient 
hulwark of the city. It is not a little curious that 
a stream, many years hid by the eruption^ and 
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wbich ran some way from here, now flows bj tlic 
foot of this wall, haying forced its way under the 
immense bed of lava. It is very transparent, and of 
a wholesome quality. Among the ble&sings of 
Sicily^ this great profusion of good water^ with 
abundance of snow to cool it, is not the least. 
Our Cicerone next took us to a chapel, remarkable 
only for being built on precisely the same plan as 
that of Loretto ; its siaie, ornaments, and every par- 
ticular^ however minute, have been made to corre* 
^ond; as a proof of this^ we observed a loose 
brick in the interior of the wall of the chapel^ which 
nfe were told resembled the original ; and of which 
their superstition made the priest believe, and re. 
late a curious story — it was,, that an over-pious 
Christian^ valuing the very bricks of the chapel as 
heavenly materials, stole one when on a pilgrimage. 
On his return to his own country, when at sea, a 
dreadful storm arose, the ship was on the point of 
sinking, when the thieTs conscience pricked him^ 
i&sd could he only be permitted to returned to Lo- 
retto, he vowed to restore!^ his prize. The Virgin 
heard his prayer, allayed the storm, and brought 
hack the ship ; and ajs a proof of her power, whea 
they neared the shore, the brick, of its own accord^ 
without human assistance, left the vessel, and in* 
fUantly resumed its place in the wall of the chapel. 
The man did penance, and then safely pursued his 
i^oyage. The. Loretto chapel wa^ immensely rich^ 
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•jidHiib ge<ttog 80 ; but flie King of Sicily bas Utely 
IkMrowed tto gold atid .sUrer, or in other wpi^jds^ 
lawfully plittidered it* From thi» wo weot to th# 
f alace of the Baroae Retrnpero, who was At hpme^ 
and recehed us Y&ry miUy. fie shewed us mm^ 
meiMe eoUootkm pf aotcient ooln^^ i|i j^ 'highest pre^ 
•ervatioii. He had^a aeries of e?i$ry sprt of money 
made by the different people of Sicily and Italy, «. 
vast many Greet: coins, and indeed of all countries; 
Aey were well ariunged in the succession of their 
eras, and foraned a very complete apd geat#fu)l 
0tud J for an antiquarian. In the upper rooms wero 
some beautiful paintings of both Christian and Hea- 
then subjects, which he had principally procured at 
Rome, and for which rery (large prices duid .be^n 
offered. Little as we knew of paintings, spme of 
Titian, Rubens, &c. appeared inimitable; we were 
gratified by hearing him express great friendship and 
esteem for sereral English whom he had known at 
Rome. In talking of the antiquity of some beds pf 
lara, of which there was not -only no record,«bttt 
which, from many circumstances whereby fjiiloso- 
phers usually judge of their age, they must have is« 
sued previous to the time when-we :&x 4h6 date of 
our world, the Baron toM.me ilmt Juk kte un^e^ 
the celebrated Canon Recupero, by starting each 
an opinion, had very seriously involved ihimself 
with the Ecclesiastical Court, who consldecedit 
as amounting to ln^resy of the worst kind. Fi^ett 
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Wbattiie Baron said, we fancied, hoireter, thonghi 
he did not aTOW it, he coincided in opinion with his^ 
uncle. Oar next visit was to the Museum of Baronel 

-^ , in which is a considerable collection of lara, 

mineral, and marine productions, which .filled^; 
though compactly and elegantly arranged, a large 
sniteiof rooms. In so short a, time, we had seen so 
much, that our minds were almost surfeited with 
these sort of curiosities, and to this probably was tor 
be attribute our not feeling so much pleasure ;or in* 
terest in this, as in the other collectioos. . The n.um-. 
ber of ancient vases, jars, and lamps, was likewise 
considerable. .The remainder of the day we spent 
in walking about the town, and after dinner, till 
dark, amttsed,.oursel?es by Ipokiug at the different 
equipages of the nobility* ^ 

Sept, 10. — Having previously had a Ijasket of 
provisions and some winje packed, about three in the 
morning we mounted our mules, and proceeded on 
our journey. The moon was very bright, and shew- 
ed us our road, by which, on leaving Catania, wc 
imm^iately crossed a large bed of lava, and then 
entered on ^the great plain^ In wet weather this is 
probably boggy, but we now found it in very good 
order for travelling. About daylight we got to the 
river Symaetus, distant about nine miles from Ca* 
tania, over which we were ferried in a large clumsy 
Ij^pat. The river is broad^ and its water extremely 
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mnifldj ; the qnaiiUiy of ivlld-fowl passing, up .and 
*down astonished bs. Lentini, an unwholesome town, 
the formerly^famous Leontinm,. situated close to an 
immense lake, was now distant a few miles to our 
right. Four or ^Ye miles from the rlTer commence^ 
a great morass or forest, wh^ere, though the wood is 
not high, the cover is exceedingly thick and of great 
extent. Our way generally was within a few hun- 
dred yards of the sea.beach, on .a level sandy soil, 
with a considerable quantity of underwood on each 
side, and .many pools of water, in several parts half 
covered with canes s^nd reeds. For a sportsman, 
no country can be more delightful, for in this wild 
.tract game and wild.fowl is most abundant and va« 
rious in its sort. About nine o'clock we reached 
Lagnioni, nineteen miles from Catania, and where 
its plain may be said to . end ; its breadth varies, 
"but is to be reckoned, from the sea to the hills, at 
-at least twelve or fourteen miles. The village of Lag. 
•nioniis a small miserable place, containing only six 
•or seven houses, and a large fondico or stable for 
•the accommodation of mules. In this we made our 
.breakfast, and baited our animals ; we were gratis 
.fied by seeing a very large wolf, which a country- 
.man had just shot, and was skinning ; the. length 
,and size of his teeth proved him to have been an old 
and formidable beast. The people promised them, 
.selves a great treat in the feast on his carcase, which 
.they, in vain, tried to make us believe was good to 
l>3 
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PrU In the adjoinmg wood, 1iv« weretoM, woltejf 
Knd foxes were rety plentiful, add there w6re a fc# 
deer and wild boai^s. As wie were yet tWenty-foiir 
miles distant from SjracuSe, after an hdiir^s rest wer 
Tftiounted and proceeded. On leating the tUlage, we 
immediately ascended a LIH, from which mir riew 
back of Etna and CatsEnlti Was fine. The coiintrj 
then beciame tery stony and open. In three hours 
from Lagnioni we were opposite, ftnd hki a clear 
View of, Augusta, lyings as it trere, in the^ea, ubottt 
^Te or six miles to our left. Here ^ere was aTi« 
dently a flourishing Roman coloiTf, but at present 
there is nothing in it to iHTite the curiosity %»f a 
traveller; it is, however, well fortified, and ^rri- 
soned by a British force : tJie harbotrr fs capacious 
and good. Passing on^ to onr fight Was a dmin of 
liills, one of which -is the famous Mount Hybla, s<» 
celebrated for its honey in former times. Th^ town of 
iVIelilli appeared of considerable size, afid standing 
on Hybla, probably took its name from the produc- 
tion of its tieighbourhood.^ The river Alafboo, de* 
$cending from these hills, though menftiened fit hts* * 
*^ory, is now ncrthing more thiin a fibe tieirr btcK>k« 
'A few miles farther, we ef ossi^d a fery nite stream, 
'flowing through a fertile TiBey; the appeai-atice, 
after travelling so long in sudh dreary stony Wastes 
under great heat, was pleasing ; we could not learn 
its proper name, but it is known by that of the 
"Pass to Syracuse.*' We gradually incHued to the 
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ceai^ide) i^id ^ little farther eame to a large stonj 
p}aio, famous for the great Tictorj here obtained hj 
tl^e.SjJ^pus^^ns oyer the Athenians. A large j^yra- 
mid^ pf led up w\th stones of an immense size with^ 
out G^m«]|t^ still marks |he place as a memorable 
^ufi; and some accounts sa^ this was erected bjr tha 
Conq^Uf i;ors in hoqour of their Tictorjr ; while, 09^ 
the. other hand^ the natives of that part of the coua*^ 
try affirm it iji the tomb of a Roman consul^ here 
^laiu* It 13} howerer, certain that this has been 
(xefiuenilf th^ spene of maoy most desperate bat* 

Ifo,^ifUhstandiug the heat of the sun^ when w« 
gpprostched the sea, we bathed without inconve'* 
nience, and found ourseltes much refreshed; our 
a^rrant we ha4 ^^nt forward to provide for our ai" 
irifal* At the end of this ph|in, distant about five 
ipH^^ Uom Syracuse, before we began to ascend tho 
hill, we plainly perceived the marks where hous^^ 
and probably palaces had stood. Here, perhaps, 
M^ere several villas, the summer retr^at^ of the S.yra- 
cusans in the time of their glory. Th9 road now is 
extremely rugged and bad ; when at the top of the 
Jjill;^ which 19 uot high, the $ame rocky surface is the 
prevailing feature. Half a mile on, we arrived af 
the beginning of the ancieut city ; here the traces 
are npt so perfect as they are a little farther, where, 
f i^ each $ide, as far as you p^u se^^ the mar^s of 



Digitized 



by Google 



ancient streets, doorways, fire.places, small excaTS* 
tions, probably for altars, and numerous other re« 
miuns, coTer the whole extent : the appearance is^ 
curious in the extreme. Syracuse, in the time of 
DiONTsius, was probably little less than London at 
present. We read, that from its own walls, it could 
furnish one hundred thousand infantry and twelviil 
thousand cavalry. The city was divided into four 
parts ; as we entered bj the road from the north^ 
our way was through the ancient quarter called 
Tycha; on our right, between us and the sea, Achra^ 
dina; and to our left Neapolis; Orfygia^ where* the 
modern town now stands, was considerably the 
smallest part ; it is a peninsula, and completely com* 
mands the harbour and its entrance. Here was the 
strong citadel of the tyrants ; and from the point 
of this peninsula, or island, as it was called, Abchi« 
ifEDEs, I should imagine, annoyed the fleet of Mar^ 
CELLus. Each of these quarters had its separate de« 
fences and walls of great strength ; so that, in fact, 
Syracuseconsistedof four cities united into one. The 
neck of land, by which is the present entrance into 
Syracuse, is Tery narrow and well fortified. After 
passing^ through three or four strong; lines, with 
coTereJ ways and moats in abundance, we found 
ourselves, about four o'clock, in a miserable inn in 
a town where the streets are all narrow and dirty, 
but after so long and hot a ride we had no anxiety 
to look for better accommodation. Our host, whb 
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^zs a Frencliman, gare us a tolerable dinoei^, and inr 
the evening we strolled out on the ramparts till dark, 
whm we went to bed with not a few mosquitoes and^ 
Bugs for our companions* 

' Sept. 11. — Ha?ing called on the general com«* 
manding the gitrrison, which consisted only of a ba. 
talion of the German Legion in our service, we pro. 
e'ured a guide to conduct us to the principal curiosi. 
ties. We were first taken to a small museum, in 
^ich was a mutilated statue (for it wanted the head 
and an arm) of Venus. It is impossible to conceiTe 
tile extraordinary beauty of this sculpture, employe 
4d upon the finest Parian^ marble ; the surface was 
a glossy white, and smoother than glass. This in 
itself is a great pride of Syracuse, and was only 
brought' to light three or four years ago.. A foot of 
Hercules wais extremely fine»; and judging by^ 
the rules of proportion, from its immense size, ther 
figure, when perfect, must hate been nearly forty. 
feet high. There were urns, lamps, fossils, and se* 
ireral other things worthy of observation, had not 
the Veitus been there, but it was very difficult to^ 
look at any thing but her. From this we went ta 
the Mother Church, which anciently was the Tern** 
pie of Minerva, or perhaps Diaita ; it is fine, but 
did not appear very remarkable. Oiir next visit 
was to the famous fountain of Arethusa : from a 
l^dpf rpck^clos^ tothe sea wall in the town^ springf 
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m cImt eopioiu iliPMm of the finest water^ rcceit ^ 
into aa angalar j^ace^ about forty fe«t each wBjy 
from wluACO it M€ape8 to the tea. Tke depth ^f 
water U between two and three feet, and to ns tho 
scene appeared most carious ; about twenty womeq 
aad girls are here alrooel coatiaually to be seea 
washing; they stood in the water without shoeS|^ 
itockingSy or petticoats; the tsMi extent of their 
k|s perfectly naked, and their bodies yery pearly in % 
fliatB of nature. The inhabitants from cnetpm fancy 
nothing extraordiaary In this? and Tiow it with th« 
greatest ladilGenDftce. The nymph Ablmjuvba^ fsw 
bled to hare been metamorphosed into thia i^ring^ 
waa the laTo«rite pf Diama; and in this barai, in 
Ae time of the Gredca, sacred ^sh were kept* 
Wove the goddess now to Fisit her fayoHnte, she. 
would find her in a bad aeighboi^rhood, and proba«; 
Hj be aahamed to owa her. Near this stood thp 
pakeis, in later times^ of the Iqxurions Romaic 
pro>»eonsii]s ; no remains (at least not yery evident ex« 
oept to aatiquarians) now exist. Returning to our 
ami, we got horses, and leaving the Isle of Ovm 
^gia, the present town, raanbM to the other 
faartefs of what was the eity. For about a mile 
we passed by barren rocky spots, on which the 
print of koiiies plainly appeared; afterwards 
through the fields and gardens, aU fonnerly corere^ 
with habitations; and first exi^orad the ancient Ro«t 
pan amphitheatae* The circnlar hollow, .some pas* 
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89jes^ greftft pa?i of the carridore^ tbt eatmic% va^ 
a large part of the ^oae sqats^ still remtin most par-' 
fef:t* it stood in Neapc^lis^ but yery near its outer' 
uralL In the building j^laces for their amu^ei^en^ 
the Rpnuiiis always consulted the gratification oC 
^e eye when not eoiployed in seeing what ws^^ 
passing at their spectacles, and accordingly we fip^ 
the jnew fr6m here delightfol. To the south is tbt 
^rboui^-r-to the ^ast the open sea — between ib^W 
Qrtygia, where their tyrants, HiebociiES, HiEao, 
^GATHOCLES, DiONTsius, &c. had their principal 
palaces aod citadels. To the west was a fine CQan-» 
try, aiid well.wooded hills; and to the north wem 
perhaps some magnificent buildings^ ^d the KUlf 
^f E|Mp6lae. Passing on in that direction, we camf» 
to where there are yet remains of the ijoncient aqne« 
ducts ; at present, a mill alone profits hy them, aU 
though the supply of water is abundant. At a Tery 
lAlort distance are some latomiae, or quarries, dug 
by captiyes, and used as thdr prisons in former 
time9- In the sides are some wonderfully large ex^ 
^yations, one of which is the place where Dxont<^ 
sius kept the criminals whose secrets he wished t0 
diiscoyer. Aboye is a sort of Hnall chamber wheni 
}ie took his station, and could hear distinctly all 
that was said, or eyen whispered, in the cayern be-* 
low ; it is known by the name of his Ear* His ac-t 
^ss was by a secret gallery made in the rock, whic^ 
tii|i|e a^d learthquakes have l^pg m^ demolished. 
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tof ns to get to this «pot, a rop^ was ixei at iW 
topy and half way down, opposite this small cham^ 
ber, Was a block stispended by it, OTer which pass- 
ed a double rope at one end haying a short strong' 
»tick attached, and by the other being hauled by 
Utiree or four men, I was drawn up, and swung'' 
Myself in with tolerable ease. The seat across the 
«tiek was not the most commodious in the wbrld," 
tnd safety consisted alovc^ in holding tight the rope 
For the sake, of experiment, when up, some pa-' 
per was torn below in the cavern, and this, with- 
the slightest whisper, I most distinctly heard. For^i 
inerly, the sound must hare been eren much louder^ 
when the entrance to the large carern was properl/ 
dosed, as well as that to the small chamber, and the 
Kttle passage which communicates between them 
was perhaps smaller than at present. A pistol fired 
below produces an enormous report, and echoes for 
a considerable time. In the top of the cavern is a 
large indented furrow, which materially assistis in 
conveying the sound; the great height slnd dark. 
Aess prevented the communication being discovered; 
The rings to which prisoners were fastened still re* 
Main ; and in the interior, or^ the side of this horv 
fid dungeon, the marks of a staircase are very tisi* 
ble, but where it led to is now very difficult to de- 
termine. Almost adjoining to this celebrated Eav 
4>f DioNTSius are two more vast spaces hollowed inr 
the side of the rock, where a rope-work is no^ car* 
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tied on; and in one of them, out of the very stpne^ 
arises a fine spring of water. The appearance of 
these quarries is very beautiful ; the finest verdure 
and handsomest orange and lemon-trees flourisli 
within them. In the centre stands a detached lofty 
oak ; on the top still exists the remains of an old 
tower, on which, according to tradition, the sentrj 
who continually watched the prisoners had his 
post. These latomias at one time contained many 
thousand Athenian prisoners ; the height, or rather ' 
the depth of the walls, hewn in solid rock, isyery 
great. Quitting this stupendous work of human 
labour, we were taken to one, if possible, still more 
surprising. Through a small chapel, under whidi 
we saw another, said to be the most ancient in Sicilj 
^ being built shortly after the gospel was first preacb. 
"ed), we passed . to the famous Catacombs. These 
form an immense subterraneous labyrinth, . widi 
streets in every direction, and innumerablo cham* 
i)ers, each divided into small excavated parts, just 
large enough for a human body ; the whole is dng 
out of stone, and reaches a prodigious way. The 
-men who accompanied us said there was an under- 
ground communication even with Catania. This 
$taggers belief, but we see actually such remains of 
their labour and perseverance, that it is possible to 
believe any thing. The original design of these 
catacombs, which must have employed a vast mul- 
titude of men many years, was for a sanctuary fo^ 
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Ike dead ; Irat is ihm time of the peneoniioii of tht 
Cliristans, thovsands of Wring were here concealed 
in safety. We ezplored aa Uut as our flambeaa:^ 
would permit, and then reinroed, highly astonished 
at this wonderful work. Crossing the ancient 
quarter of Tycba, we then went to a C^puchiii 
ConTent, delightfully situated by some other lato^ 
mia^, and commanding a fine sea riew. The prisons 
■ow form a most beautiful and romantic garden | 
they were equally deep with those in Neapolb ; and 
the monks shew the mark of an attempt ma^e here 
by DioifTsius to have an Ear similar to the other. 
This is supposed to hare failed, in consequ/esnce of 
the stone being of a softer and mojre porons quality^ 
and consequently not so well adapted for the con^ 
fcyance of sound. In these e]^tensr«e quarries ^ 
nation almost of prisoners existed ; and from ^eir 
parents' misfortunes, ehildreo were doomed from 
their birth to perpetual slavery. On eaeh sld^. som^ 
fast grottoes have been dug out of the walls. A lit* 
tie to the north of this the army of Mabcellus was 
encamped ; and against this quarter y^^re .the.prio. 
cipal attacks of his land forces directed. Return* 
ing home we casually obsenred a beautiful tessellated 
parement. Our way was by the seaside ; io the right 
of us was where the farum and prytaneum. had 
stood ; and to the left a dent in the coast, which W9S 
formerly a small harbour, and called, from jthe 
magnificent buildings over it, the Marble Port. Pr^< 
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tioirs to entering the town, stands a lofty pilkf!| 
erected about the time of Hiero, and was probablj 
in commemo ration of some great Tictory. Across 
file great liarboar, near the mouth of the rirer Ana-» 
pus, we saw two large columns, supposed to be part 
of a temple of Jupiter^ Formerly that neighbour* 
h^ed Wflfs so nilhealthy, t^at of three hundred tho«s« 
a^teeti,. uTtder^HiMiLJto, a Carthaginian gener^ 
iialf that number perished by disease when besieging 
Syracuse, and the rest precipitately raised the «ege« 
Afterdinner we walked about the town and the castle^ 
which stands on the further point of the peninsula ; 
from both of them the harbour is completely com- 
manded. The castle is old, and the Greek architec- 
ture is yet visible. Notwithstanding the superioritj 
of ground, within range of Syracuse, in the quarter 
of Achradina, it is certainly strong, and would re- 
quire great force and heavy battering-train to b« 
taken. In point of valuable relics of antiquity^ 
Syracuse can boast but few ; had the same industry 
and knowledge been, however, employed h&re at§ 
ihave been at Catania, inuch more would doubtJeat 
iiave been discovered; it is very probable that many 
jnost valuable curiosities now lie buried, ^Hrhicii 
chance or time, or perhaps a more laudable thirst 
-than now ^prevails, may bring to light. The Car^i^ 
Uere Landolina is nominally the collector and 
preserver of antiquities, and for this service re- 
ceives a considerable yearly sum from the king. 
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tt?iiig obiig^, by the shortness of oilr I^ire of vLh* 
sence, to prepare for our return to Messina, we at 
night were presented with a most exorbitant bill 
bj our French landlord ; the payment we postponed 
till the morrow. 

• Sept. 12. — Having taken some coffee, and dedncU 
cd two or three dollars from our bil^ about daylight 
we set out to trace back our road to Catania. We 
had intended starting earlier, but were unable to get 
the city gates open before gun-fire; we break* 
fasted J as before, at Lagnioni, on provisions car- 
ried with us. The day proved very hot till between 
one and two o'clock, when we reached theSymaetus^ 
which we crossed as before ; there it began to rain 
Tiolently, and continued to do so all the way to 
Catania, where we established our quarters in our 
former inn about four o'clock. The heat, wet, and 
labour of riding in such roads, such animals, so long 
a distance, had given me a bad headache, and early 
in the evening I was glad to turn into bed* Augusta, 
which we had left in our ride a few miles wide of 
lis, is the only place in Sicily where oysters are 
found ; they are of little advantage to the neigh, 
bourhood, being all reserved for, and weekly sent 
off in considerable quantities to, the King at Pa- 
lermo; so fond is his majesty said to be of them^ 
that they are weighed and counted before starting 
by a trusty person at Augusta, the ticket of whiek 
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compa^'ed with the receipt on their arrival. 

» Sepi. 13. — We saw nothing particular this day, 
Ibiiit stayed at Catania more in compassion to our 
ipules, and for rest to ourselves, than for any other 
purpose. Our time was principally employed in 
walking s^bout the town, and over the lava rocks by 
the seaside. The Mad re Chiesa, anc|,> some other 
churches, were again the objects of our visits ; we 
were beset by a host of people bringing pretended 
curiosities for sale, for which, in honour of our be» 
ing Englishmen, they took care to ask an extrava*' 
gan^t price. They only prevailed on us, therefore, 
tQ buy a few snuff«boxes,. made of lava or agate, 
polished on the outside, at which the.Catanese work« 
men are very expert. In the evening, we were 
amused, as before, by the parade of the equipages of 
the nobility. 

Sept. 14. — We set out this morning on our re- 
turn, about three o'clock, imperfectly lighted on our 
way by the moon, in her last q^uarter, and by the 
comet, which, for the first time, we now observed, 
^hree or four miles from Catania, about daylight, 
we came to the place celebrated by classic authors as 
being that where Ulysses landed in Sicily. It stilly 
I believe, bears the name of Porto d'Ulisse, and is 
for small vessels a safe harbour, being, in appearance^ 
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tti^ a large bason or Iske^ with a narrow entrftttc^j, 
and completely secured from any Tiolent sea. Oi& 
each side was lava^ of which, indeed. We were coni 
iiilually crossing large beds, some of them Tery ma^ 
dent» The road was extremely bad, but the tiew 
was pleasaat, having Etna t<» our left, presenting, a^ 
we advanced, different forms, and to oitr t^ht, at 
i^Idom more than half.a^mile distance, we had the 
wesL. This ronte bemg likewise several miles wide 
«fthat by which we went to Nicolosi, had novelty 
to recommend it. After riding eight or nine miles j 
we saw the Seogli d^Iaet^ or Rocks of Acts. Th^f 
«re seemin^y immense detached masses of black lava, 
pointed at their tops, standing separately, and 
lising out of the sea to the height of ninety or one 
hundred feet. Just beyond is the Castle of laci^ 
and two miles farther a handsome town of the same 
ttame, which forms a great contrast to the gene- 
latity of Sicilian ones. All these places ar^ proba- 
Ihly so called from a PrinCe of the name of Acis, 
iere, perhaps, killed, in a fit of jealousy. The stdry 
told by the poets is, that Acis was a youth beloved 
by the nymph -GxiATZi, and that PoLYFHCMt;^, ono 
of the Cyclops, indignant at the preference she gave 
iim, surprised him with his mistress, and hurled the 
tocks we now see ; one of them crushed him to 
Aeath, and in compassion to his fate, the gods 
Changed his blood into a river : a small stream here 
towing into the sea^ claims the credit of this erent, 
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H^ieh is llk«f(fw* git««s Aottgh pti4ifi nitih liAl «» 
Iftvcli Justice, H the Ffaind Frtddo^ a ttftf m^ 

f^w m}fies ffoitt Gfftrdtek Twelv» njls* from Bifift, 
IteThtg tratelfed tfat^ough « most faisufitirt e€Hintrj^9 
We reached Otanri, tbroagh wliieh we kadi passed aft 
our road to tbe Monntatn. TKa Tillage is tong, aad 
tor a Stcfliaa oita, tolet aMy cleaa ; we heta bi^ak- 
fksted in a ]6can4a, kept by an aflkiens laodtid^ 
and rested oar mufea for an bear, wkaA we retraced 
<mr fonner way tewarda CriardUO^ distant ab^tit 
^eten or twehe niile«< We get te tiw end of ear 
day's jovmey betw^ee iwe^aad three o'clock in the 
day, and refreshed ourselteB hefere dKaaer by sea# 
bathing; ottr dinner waft aa. tuaal, the prtnctpal 
thing bebg a half^starred foi«4, just kUted, badly 
boiled, and rery tongh. At night we occupied the 
same miserable beds as before, after haying amused 
ourselres as long as daylight lasted in Tainly trying 
to shoot some hawks and pigeons under the cliffs ; 
these birds are there Tery numerous, but the height 
was extremely decebrlaf ^al^ w# iaifi not to reproacl|^ 
ourlielres with the murder of any. 

Sepi. IS, Sundoy^^^We were nOt a little pleased 
at thb being our last day^s journey. The distance 
remaining to Messina was about thirty miles, or ra- 
ther more. After taking a Cup 6f coffee, we set off 
about dayl%ht» The toad winding mider the hill 09 

B 
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f which Jaorfflm».8tatfd(, is rery beautiful. In the 

sea, which washes just below^ stand seyeral small 

'islands, romantically situated, and covered with yer- 

dure, forming small but yerj secure harbours for 

fishing-Tessels. Six or seven miles from Giardini 

rme passed over the hill of St. Alessio, on the point of 

which stands a rery commanding fort, capable of 

disputing for some time the progress of an enemy by 

the road, below it. Some way farther we travjelled 

through Fiume di Nisi ; the whole way being along 

the shore, in mostly a deep sand. Twelye miles 

short of Messina -we breakfasted at Terra Nuoya, 

'where a trobp of the regiment was quartered; and 

^bout one in the day got home ; having, in the eleven 

4ays we were absent (four of them idle ones too for 

our aiMmals),fode more than two hundred and sixty 

'miles. 
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^^ thou fell monster War^ that in a moment 
Latfst waste the noblest part of the creation^ 
The boast and masterpiece of the great Maker y 
That wears in vain th* impression of his image /'* 



LETTER FROM IIEUTEKA^T-COLONEL UAWKER^ COM-, 
• MANDINO THE 20TH LIGHT DRAGOONS^ TO JOHN 
HANSON, ESQ. COMMUNICATING THE LAMENTED 
DEATH OF HIS SON, CAPTAIN HANSON. 

♦ Camp near Tarragona^ 
I6th Sept. Idl3. 

DEAR SIR, 

It is with the deepest coDcern I 
communicate to you and your family the afflicting 
intelligence of the death of Captain Hanson, of the 
20th Light Dragoons, who fell in action with the 
enemy's cavalry, near Villa Franca, on the 13th in^ 
Stant. In his fall, myself and the officers of the re- 
giment have to deplore the loss of a friend, who pos- 
sessed the most amiable and the most excellent 
private virtues J and our country is depriveid of an 
officer of the first promise. Captain Hanson fell at 
the head of his troop, at a moment of brilliant success* 
which his gallant example had much contributed 
to obtain. I can scarcely expect that any thing I 
could say on so melancholy an occasion should have 
k2 
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the t^ct t6 $lIevUt« tW ^ain you, Sifj^ and yAtir 
family must feel ^ hut I cannot omit, to assure yoo^ 
that I saw Captain Hanson in his U&t moments, and 
that he expired free from palo. His death w^ qc^ 
casioaed by a carbine shot, which ejitered his right 
breast, and he died a ftw jninutes after he wai 
struck. His body has been interredn 
I b^ to remahi, 

BEAft STK, 

Tour rery tdthM o%edi«ii% sentdxttj 

THOMAS »Aimi!R, 
JJeut^Jjohnelj commanding 
^Qth Light Dragoons* 
To John Hanson, Esq. 
Ao^i»7^ Woodfosd^ Ss$tti« 



W^nJ^T IIU)ICXOJLQ ^mtLUVafiNTINCJlVAJSlAtCSU 

^ Tarragona, Sept. Iff, 181 J, 
# 41 « * « I iMKEDiAtsLT put the army ia 
iieti^ftti the eneoiy's drag^oons a^id cuirassiers press* 
^ clQ&ely upon us;, but they were so gallantly 
dbarged,. thongl^ in very superior numbers, by oujc 
«wn caialry, that about mid-day they gate up the 
j^uxsuU X* siddiqg,^ ^' the arm;^ made their retreat 
witbioiitanylosd.'' » «♦♦♦»♦♦♦ 
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rendtedty V^ fkiohv^ ISIS. 

MINI9TRE DE XA GUEBRE. 

COPIE d'UNE LETTRE ECniTE & S. £3: LE MIKI8TRE DE 
LA GUERRE, PAR M. LE U A % ES i Ukh DUC D'ALBUFERA. 

<^ VUla Franca^ k 16 Seftembr^j 1813. 

^^ MONSIEUR IiE DUCj %♦♦•»♦♦♦ 

* ♦ * *< Le Genera! Bentinck m'a demand* 
fM ^erit te 15* 1» permiisitn ^ fe»e rendre les 
d«mkrs hoqnpevrs an Capitame d£ Drti^onf HAHt^iCf 
homma de la pin grande dUtinction par la yalmir | 
JB ne (His enpteM* de pcrmettra q^aNm ^ftcbr An* 
glaistintya^siiiMT. ♦♦♦»♦*♦♦<» 

(S'fgiMd) La IfanakaUDUC d*ALBUFSRA." 
(translation.) 

» ♦ « « General Bentincr, on the 16th», has 
requested of me, by writing, permission to pay the 
last honours to the Captain of Dragoons Hanson, 

* Mistake of date, it j^UfffAd ^^if^ )o0^ pLOx, 
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a man of the greatest distinction for valour; I 
Las (en to permit that an English officer should assist 
at them." **♦***♦*♦** 

(Signed) The Marshal DUKE of ALBUFERA.V 



^TRACT OF A LETTER FROM LIEUTENANT-COLONEt 

blake; 

«^ Vaia Franca, ^6th Oct. 1813- 

'*^ Hayixg now, Sir, so far fulfilled the 
BielaBcholy duties imposed upon me by my of&ce, 
permit me to unite my regrets, in common with 
those of my brother officers, for the loss of a young 
man so remarkable for gentlemanly acquirements, 
end for possessing every yirtue which could adorn 
the man, or grace the soldier ; but his best pane- 
gyric will be found in the confession of his enemy ; 
his friends, who knew his worth, will long cherish 
bis remembrance, 

I haye the honour to b^, 

SIR, 

Your most obedient servant, 

W. W. BLAKE, 
Lieuienani' Colonely 
*iQth Light Dragoons." 
To JoHTf Hansok, Esq. 
Rookery, Woodford, Essex. 
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EXTRACT or A LETTER FROMtHE SAME. " 

" Clifton^ January^ 23, 1814. 

^^ I come now to that part of your letter 
wberein you so earnestly request to be made ac- 
quainted with the fate of your noble son. It has been 
my wish and endeavour, in this sad correspondency,. 
to avoid, as much as possible, opening those wounds 
which T hope time has, in some degree, closed, by 
any allusion to an event which filled all hearts with 
sorrow ; but since the inquiry seems so connected 
with your happiness, I shall not fail to give you 
every information in my power when we meet. It 
must be some mitigation of your sorrow to know 
that he fell in a manner worthy, of himself — that he 
died a death which every good soldier must admire, 
encouraging others by his example, with the word of 
command in his mouth, and with his sabre in his 
hand. A fatal volley from the enemy brought him to 
the ground ; he fell, and a heap of stones marks the 
spot where he reposes." 



EXTRACT FROM LIEUTENANT-COLONEL HAWKER. 

" Villa Franca^ December 26, 1^13. 

^* From the circumstance of our army 

being iq retreat at the time of Captain Hanson's 
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fdlant eiertions sf^init ^ luperior ^nemy^ ifhq 
was hanging on oar rear, and eager 4o avail himse^ 
of tiie first moment of diforder ii| our moyements^ 
it became impossible for as to bring from tbe field of 
acftidn bts glAtant remAiii^ ; a flag of truce was sent 
in^ faikMrfag da^ lo a« tbooi ^operij interred, 
wtfob was Aone, and the most hmvourfble tribirte of 
tMfiafyie^pecX irhldian e^emy oan confer was by 
tikem, ift Ifee presont^'of a Bntishoilieer, iAmm% by 
^ rtry n^gfenent who had heou the eause a^ his la* 



jrzma.oT mw nMVh fiisa>E|tfcs sstfTtvui. 

^ Villa Tranta^ December 56, 1813. 

*♦♦**! therefore ordered th^^ whole to hidtj 
^»d «s soon as the left squadroa of tho 20th wa? 
formed, I led it on against the enemy , who had twQ 
strong squadrons formed, and a third forming* 
. Sui^h a noble example; wa^ giiei^ iq their pen by 
Captain Foljambe and Captain Hanson^ aad the 
enemy were charged with such impetuositj, that they 
made no attempt to wh^d tn upon us, which theii: 
great ^fi)vpetiorlty of numbers wouUl bare enabled 
tbem to do ; but as «oon as we closed with them, 
they went to the right about, and th^ remainder of 
tlfe ^X)th coming up, thoy were drirfsn back to the 
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BarrancQ, with great loss. It was here that Captain 
Hanson closed his glorious career I 

^< A general order, lughly flattering to the Brigad|% 
for their conduct on the X3th of September, was 
l^iren out by the Commander of the forces ; and as 
ail additional proof of the esteem which Lord Wil- 
MiM BsKTfuci^ had for Captain Hanson, a flag of 
tmce wa9 9eot as soon as possible, to ask permissiou 
iQ bury decently his body ; and the tribute of praise, 
as well as the military faonoura paid him by the 
Fren^ch general, will, I hope, liave afforded some 
degree of consolation to your aflOiicted mind. 

^^ At my request, the Bishop of Barcelona has giyen 
leaye for a monument, with a suitable inscription in 
Latin, to be erected against the church in this town, 
the nearest spot to the place where he fell where it 
could be with safety placed; and as soon as it is 
ready, a description of it will be sent to you, 

<< In the hope thatdHMe^etaSs, so highly honour* 
able to your late son, rpMif hare the effect of alle- 
viating your grief, I remain, 

DEAR SIR, 

Your most faithful and obedient servant, 

FRED. BENTINCK, 
To John Hanson, Esq. ColoneU^ 

Rookery, Woodford. 
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Sach are the honourable testimonials of Captain 
Hanson's public conduct. The purer, though less 
splendid record, of his domestic worth, will remain 
indelibly imprinted on the afflicted hearts of his 
parents and of his friends, by whom the amiable 
virtues of his nature, and his affectionate discharge 
of eyery social duty, can alone be duly appreciated. 



Et ipse quidem^ quamquam medio in 

spatio integrce astatis ereptus ^ quantum ad gloriam 
longissimum eevum peregiU 



""^ 
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As a sad sequel to the sorrows of the same family 
in the short space of one month, is given the letter 
of Mr. James, son of Sir Walter James, Bart. 
A. D. C. to Lieutenant-General Sir Charles Stew- 
art, K. B. communicating the melancholy particu- 
lars of the death of the excellent and lamented Cap. 
tain BoGUE (termed by Sir Charles Stewart, in 
his public dispatch, dated Leipzig, October 1.9, 
1813, '^ That gallant and deserving officer, alike an 
ornament to his profession and a loss to his friends 
and country"), brother-in-law to captain Hanson, 
having married the eldest daughter of John Han* 
IpoN^ Esq. by whom he has left two infant children. 



Bathy nth November^ 1S13. 
pear sir^ 

A duty, most melancholy in its na- 
ture, and. peculiarly painful to myself, has devolved 
on me, in making you acquainted with the death of 
Captain Bogue ; which melancholy event happened 
pn the 18th, October, in the victory gained by 
^e Allies over the French in the neighbourhood of 
Leipzig. 

Out of respect tp the feelings, and for the sake 
ff the family of Captain Bogue, I have to regret 
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that this melancholy task has not fallen to the lot of 
one^ who, in entering into the mournful particulars, 
would he iMtler wb\» ihao I am (• shevr, in their 
stro^fesi \1ghU9 ^^^ dro^s of ccMisolatiou that are, 
most uudonhtedljT) to be 4eitTed f roui an exU tho 
most Jmnourable-rHeTeQ tho most glorious. But, if 
the affliciioos of rtlatiwis, and the regret of friendsi 
are to he aoothed hy the i-eflection that a duty has 
1>een honoumbijr performed, bjr the conTictioQ that 
efcry act of pos^nmous justice must be rendered 
tp those e^eiiioos which eontribated in no slight 
di|g4«e to the success of that memorahle day, theR 
are the friends of Captain Bogv^ in poasessiou of u 
eoosBllaltoB so #f *•• %ra«ied in liaiHr ^rwU* 

The Rocket Brigade, under the command of Cap- 
tain BoGUE, had been attacfied, in its general more* 
ments, to the body guard of the Grown PHince of 
SwEDEir, under the command of Colonel Lieyitson, 
with, however, the understanding, that on days of 
action it was to be more at liberty than that corps, 
audsubjected only to the direction of Captain Bogus. 
Conformably with this arrangement, at the com- 
mencement of the action on the morning of the ISth, 
Captain Bogtje addressed himself to General Wnr- 
ziNOEaoDF, commanding the advance of the Crowh 
Prince, expressing his desire to see the enemy, 
with permission to engage. The General, much 
struck with t1:e ^llantry and spirit of the aMress, 
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granted^ as gukrd, a squadron of dragoons,^ and re^ 
quested Captam Bo<»ue to follow his own pland 
and judgment. Captain Bogue lost no time in ap- 
proaching to. the attack of the Tillage of Pauns- 
dorflr, then In possession of five enemy's battalions^ 
upon whom he opened^ in advance of the whole, 
a most destructrve ilre. This^ was returned by 
titusketrj^ and for some time a tery hot combat 
ensued; when the enemy^ unable to withstand the 
welUdlrected fire of Captain Booue's Brigadej fell in 
confusion, and began to retreat. Captain Booui 
seizing^ this moment, charged at the head of tlie 
squadron of cayalry ; and the enemy, terrified at his 
approach^ turned round, and taking off their caps, 
gave three huzzas ; and eyery man, to the number 
of between two and three thousand, surrendered to 
the Rodtet Brigade, not, I believe, exceedfng two 
hundred men* The intelligence of this success being 
Gdmmunicated to the Crqwn Prikc£, he sent hit 
thanks to Captain Bogue for such eminent serrices, 
requesting, at the same time^ that he would continue 
his exertions ; and the Brigade proceeded, in conse* 
quence^ to the attack of (I belieye) the yillage of 
Sammerfeldt^Btlll further in advance. Sir C. Stew- 
art accompanied the Brigadfe|. and I was of the 
party. The situation taken up in iank of the yil]'ag.e 
was exposed to a most heavy fire, both of cannon, 
ball and grape-shot, from the enemy's line, and from 
the riflemen in the village : a bail from the latter 
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soon deprired us of the exertions of poor Bogue i 
it entered below fhe eye, and passing through the 
head, caused instantaneous death. 

You will see, I am sure, how impossible it is for 
me to say any thing that can do justice to such 
actions. I had long been happy in the acquaint^ 
ance and friendship of Captain Bogue ; and no one^ 
I am sure, more sincerely than I do regrets the loss 
of a friend and a man whom I was most proud to 
hsLie it in my power to call a brother soldier. 

It remains for me to tell you, that the body was 
found a few hours afterwards, and decently interred 
the next morning, at the town of Taucha, about two 
miles from Leipzig, all the Brigade attending, with 
the deepest regret, the melancholy ceremony. 

And belieye me, 

DEAR SIR, 

Most truly and faithfully yours, 

(Signed) JOHN JAMES. 
To John Hansok, Esq. 
Rookery, Woodford. 
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COPT OF A LETTER FROM BIS ROTAL QIGHHESS THt 
PRINCE ROYAL OF SWEDEN TO MRS. BOGUEy 
THROUGH HIS EXCELLENCY MR. THORNTON, THE 
BRITISH MINISTER, TRANSMITTING TO HER THE 
CAOSS.OF THE SWEDISH ORDER OF THE SWORD, 
WHICH CAPTAIN BOGUE WOULD HAVE RECEIVED 
HAD HIS LIFE BEEN HAPPILY SPARED ; AND AC- 
COMPANIED BY THE ADDITIONAL FLATTERING 
TOKEN OF HIS ROYAL HIGHNESS's ESTIMATION OF 
CAPTAIN BOGUE's MERITS, BY THE KIND AND MU- 
NIFICENT PRESENT TO HIS* FAMILY OF TEN THOU- 
SAND DOLLARS. 

MADAME DE BOGUE, 

Le Roi mon SouTerain a daigne 
m'autoriser a conf^rer la Croix de son Ordre Mill. 
taire de Tep^e tant aux Officiers Su^dois, qu'aux 
Officiers des troupes AUiees qui se distinguent eh 
combattant pour la cause commune. 

La maniere dont votre epoux s'est conduit durant 
la campagne, lui avoit merite cette recompense des 
braves. 

Il est mort au champ d'honneur ; et les plaines de 
Leipzig, derniers t^moins de son courage et de son 
intrepid! te, Tout vu p6rir avant que je puisse le nom- 
mer Chevalier* 
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Je me conforms, Madame, aox usagei d'Angleterrey 
^Mt la SoMe eH la Utih alRle; •t >tW tia&»# 
ttett la djeoradoa d)» fOrAe dmifr ¥otre iSpiMa i^eit 
rendu dtgne* 



Fhrste-t^Ie lire dlnti taa at aii n an loateair tan- 
iolateur de sa perie, emnne eSe est vs t^a^li^age 
de sa valeur et de reatfme pafHeali^ ^ii^ll di'avoit 
}nsplr6ef Sur ce je prfo Jdkni qa^ tmia ait, Ma« 
dame de Bocrcx, en sa saftate et iSgn^ gariew 

CHARLISJEAN. 
a laon QttorHer Generai de Kkt^ 
k OJatnder, 1814. 

(TRANSUkTION.) 

ifiAa% 

The King my Sovereign has deigned 

to authorke me to confer the Cross of his Military 
Order of the Sword not alone on the Swedish 0A« 
cers, but on those also of the Allied Troops who dis- 
tinguished themselyes in fighting for the common 
cause. 

The manner In which yonr husband has conducted 
himself during the campaign, haj well merited this 
jcewaid of the brare. 

He died in the field of honour; and the plains of 
Leipzig, the last witnesses of his courage and of his 
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intrepidity, saw him perish before I could confer 
on him this order of Knighthood. 

I conform myself, Madam, to the customs of the 
English nation, of which Sweden is the faithful ally ; 
and I transmit to you the decoration of the Order of 
which your husband rendered himself so worthy. 
May it be in your hands a consolatory remembrance 
of his loss, as it is a testimony of his valour, and of 
the personal esteem with which he had inspired me ! 
I pray God, Madam, to bless and to keep you in 
his holy protection, 

^ CHARLES JOHN. 
At my HeacUQuarters at Kiel^ 
Gth January^ 1814. 



i»>^ 



What death can be so glorious as that which it is the 
fortune of a few to meet, fighting for their country ! 

To him who does his duty like a braye and honest 
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and religicMis man, it is an entrance into immortal 
glory. 

^^ ^Tis what the guilty fear ^ the pious crave, 
Sought by the wretch, but vanquisk'dby the braoeJ*^ 



FIMIS. 
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PRINTED BY J. DARLING, 

LeadenhM' Street. 
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i9eat|) 



CAPTAIN W, HANSON, 

XXth LIGHT DKAQOOV9, ' ' . . 

iVho fell in a severe action with the French cavalry ne^ Villa 
Fraoea in- Spain, September 13, 1813. 

^^^^^^^^^^^^^^ 

WiEfj 'Britain^ weep — rf, mid thy laurels greeny 
The mournful cypress still her boughs entwine^ 

Ify while iMne hosts the prize of victory winy 
To lose thy besty thy bravest sons be thine* 

Such sons were they who at Vittoria feJly 

Such was the blood Ihdt bathed Sebastian^ s wallx 

That dr^ndh^d thee, Roncesvallesy far-famed deity 
Where more than Paladins were doomed tofall» 

Such too wast thoUy brave youthy whose honour'' d 
namey 

Longy lohg shall live in mem'ry^s faithful page ; 
For theey alas! how vain thy welUearn^dfame! 

How impotent the tide of grief V assuage ! 
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How impotent ! till timers alUfowerful aid 
Shall drain the bitter draught ofsorrme*s bowly 

And o'er each phantom past p softer shade y 

Each phantom dark that haunts th* afflicted souL 

Theny nor till then^ shall recollection dwells 
With tearless eye^ upon that fatal day^ 

JVhen^ Wee a meteor^ gallant Hassos fell^ 
And quenMdy ere half extinet^ lifer's genial roj/u 

Think not his bier h^f hostOe hanifs was spread; 

His ashes in unhalfozo^d farifi repose; . 
Blessed is the soil zohpre rest the migkty dead; 

E*en in uhose ashes faith and honour glows, 

Pless*d were the tears by kindred virtue shed, 
When his hnecomrade. wfpt p Vf H^^s^^ls. gra^^ 

S*en the stem foe^ to hip .whq m^ly.^hd^ ••■:■ i 
With willing hmdihe If^ i^triMegw^, ^ . 

^hall Britain then the grateful tear restrain 9 

Shall hcy sqd victim (^Kh^s cour^tr^s.^f^^f^s^i ;. j .; , 
^in^unlmentedi^^he4^^^\nor.gain^^\ ^ -■ ^\^>'>. 
On^ mangled sighof^Qrr^^d^W^htUsa'X'^'^' '• ' - 

J^en proud Iberians self must mourn to see 
^uch son^ ^nof he^s) by G^Hc f^ukhiont bleed; 

Shall Britain then, in pride of victory^ , 
Forget famajdhfjr.falJ^nJ^r^s^^^ 



.\ r' 
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Forbid the thought ! full oft upon his urn. 
His vacant urn^ her pensive form shall lean / 

Full many a tear her radiant cheek shall burn^ 
E*eny mid these tearsy returning smiles be seen ; 

Exulting smiles I that such as he were born 
In her Ipv^d isle; then on the sacred scroll^ 

Whose lengthening page heroic names adorn^ 
Her hand immortal shall his name enrol. 

Cease then to meep^ ye mourners^ cease to weepj 
Nor deem the much^lov^d youth for ever gone I 

What tko* his corse in earth* s cold bosom sleep^ 
To realms of peace his gentle spirit^ s flovon. 

JVhat tho* few honours graced his youthful brow, 
Nor trophies decorate his lowly tomb ; 

In kindred hearts his virtues still shall glowj 

They still shall speak, tko^ nipp'd in early bloom^ 

For many a maid shall breathe a tender sigh 
O^pr the brave spirit that so early fled; 

Jlnd many a youth shall boldly learn to die, 
jindfor his country bleed as Hansoh bled^ 

Spyrna^ Dec. 31^ 1813. 
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